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Patient
Care
Assistant
program
at PTC

Calling
all aspiring
business
owners

Sun., Dec. 14 was National Black Solidarity Sunday, and Pastor Brian Brown
joined many other congregations that prayed for the lives of black males.

Nicole Phillip
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
For all the young people
who are pursuing their
dreams, Nicole Phillip
would like to give them a
leg up. For the 2015 MLK
Day of Service, Phillip and
her company COCO Entertainment will hold the
D.R.E.A.M.
Conference
(Determined to Reach Entrepreneurial Achievement
Movement) Sat., Jan. 17 at
the Hampton Inn & Suites
located at 80 Beach Dr.
in downtown St. Pete.
“One of the things that
I’ve really found a passion
for is inspiring people—especially youth—to consider
and start to pursue their
passions for entrepreneurship,” Phillip explained.
“The conference is all
about providing a pathway
for individuals to create
generational
wealth
through entrepreneurship,
and walking through the
education of what to do
and how to do it when starting a business.”
See MLK, page 8



Judy Prime-Sayles

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERBURG —
Congregants in black
churches across the country wore black to last Sunday’s services and prayed
over the men in attendance
in a symbolic stand against
fatal police shootings of unarmed black men.
Bishop T.D. Jakes told
worshippers at The Potter’s
House Church in Dallas

that black men should not
be “tried on the sidewalk.”
Men at the West Angeles
Church of God in Christ in
Los Angeles stood more
than four rows deep around
the altar for a special blessing and message from the
pastor, Presiding Bishop
Charles E. Blake.
St. Petersburg was no
different. The message that
the lives of a black people
do matter was expounded
on all over the city. Rev-

erend Brian Brown of St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church preached a message of togetherness and
strength among African
Americans.
The National Baptist
Convention of America International (NBCA), in response to recent events in
Ferguson and New York
City, has formed local seminars entitled, “Black Life
Matters.” Due to the unrest
felt by many when white of-

ficers were vindicated of
any wrong doing in the
deaths of Michael Brown
and Eric Garner, whose
pleas of “I can’t breathe,”
were videotaped and ignored, African Americans
across the country have
been left with a feeling of injustice.
“The reality is we have
racism in our communities,” said Brown who recognizes there are still
See LIFE, pages 7

Sunday Market on the Deuces
BY ALLEN BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERBURG —
Open your car window
and you can smell the
food as it tickles your nostrils. Open your ears and
the staccato syncopated
rhythm of voices young
and old flood your mind
with rivers of color.
No it’s not a hallucination, but the rich, cultural
nuances of a community
reawakening to the
beauty of itself — Sunday

Market on the Deuces on
the corner of Ninth Avenue and 22nd Street
South.
From toddler to sage;
pink, yellow, brown, black
and even a little blue—all
shades were there and
holding it down last Sunday, as they do every Sunday until the weather
becomes unbearable in
June.
Two pint-sized boys
battled with mini-basketSee MARKET, page 6

You can taste Eric Atwater’s BBQ
every Sunday on the Deuces.

ST. PETERSBURG —
For those who possess a
caring nature, strong interaction skills and the indispensable
trait
of
compassion, the St. Pete
campus of Pinellas Technical College (PTC) offers its
Patient Care Assistant program to start students on
the path of this rewarding
field.
The program, which
takes about three months
to complete, includes
courses in basic healthcare, nursing aide, home
health aide and patient care
assistant. Students initially
learn basic care and safety
procedures before moving
on to hands on work.
“The beginning part is
the nursing assistance theory,” explained instructor
Judy Prime-Sayles, “then
they go to nursing assistance clinical, where we go
out to the nursing home.
They learn about all the
skills that they have to do—
making
beds,
doings
baths—anything they’d be
required to know to be a
nursing assistant.”
See PTC, page 9
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Every student
has the right to an
education free from
discrimination that
provides high-quality, equitable opportunities to learn and
pursue
scholarships, such as The
Walker Rising Star’s
Competition. Unfortunately, sometimes
individuals or systems may act in
ways that violate
this right.
Discrimination
occurs when people are treated unequally
or less favorably than others because of
some real or perceived characteristic. In
this instance, my daughter was treated
unfairly because the teachers that served
as the panelist of judges perceived that
members of the Rising Walker Star’s
Scholarship Committee would prefer to
see white dancers perform other genres,
as oppose to my daughter who is African
American, perform tap, a dance that was
born out of African American Culture.
In every community and every
school, discrimination exists in both intended and unintended ways. It may take
the form of direct, overt discrimination,
such as barring all members of a specific
group from being admitted to an organization. But, discrimination may also be indirect or less obvious, such as seemingly
neutral admission policies that actually
favor one group over another.
In this case, it was the elimination of
contest rules and guidelines that gave
white students an unfair advantage and
eliminated my daughter from a fair competition and an opportunity to be evaluated on her talents, skills and abilities.
Regardless of rather or not the teachers
governing the competition had wrongful
intent, the decision to base their criteria
on a “subjective” standard alone and eliminate processes that were in already in
place resulted in an unethical practice and
discriminatory act that caused emotional
distress for both my daughter, me and
our family.
My daughter is not a novice or
stranger to competition. She has been
dancing since the early age of two and
competing since the age of five. She has
always displayed good sportsmanship
and she has no problem not excelling in
a competition when she is evaluated by
competent judges, using appropriate criteria based on her talent and technique.
Although trained in ballet, Pointe, jazz,
lyrical, contemporary, and hip-hop, as she
matured as a dancer and an entertainer,
she chooses to stay true to her love of
rhythm and passion for tap. She has continuously stated her case to me that she
is not going to change her dance costume
choices, deviate from her personal style,
and conform her dance approach to become “all showy” to elevate in the ranks
of the dance industry. In fact, her commitment to tap is so strong that she joined a
professional dance company, Tapped In,
at the age of 16 so that she could continue
to train and share her love for the dance
with her community.
As a young inspiring artist, I was
never more proud of her decision. This
summer she earned her first national title
in the tap category at Dance Olympics
after several years of placing her technique, personal style, and craft over all
else. She also ranked in the top 20, earning the 17th highest ranking score in the
national competition that included diverse
dancers and dance styles from across the
region.
But last Thursday, December 11,
2014, was one of my saddest moments for
her. I had to leave my job to console her,
as she called me hysterical and in tears. I
have never seen nor heard my daughter
in such a state. She was extremely upset,
not because she had lost the competition,
but because she felt that she was denied
an opportunity to fairly compete for a
local dance scholarship opportunity.
Now mind you, she has always displayed great sportsmanship. She is serving her second year as the competition
team captain and has also served as a Jr.

Teacher at her dance studio. She was distraught because for the very first time in
her life she had to struggle with addressing the issues surrounding her race and
her ethnicity. After years of gauging her
lost by judges scores, critiques, and comments, for the first time in her life, my
daughter was forced to ponder, beg the
question, as to rather her race was the underlying cause in her failure to advance.
What was the most hurtful, is the fact
that her drama teacher told her that her
“performance blew them a way” that “she
has a very unique style.” He further
added “there was nothing wrong with her
performance” that “she does not need to
change a thing.” She simply was not selected to compete for the scholarship opportunity because they choose what
“they thought the judges and audience
would want to see” and that their decision
not to select her was purely “subjective”.
The way the teachers handled this
competition was wrong and it was harmful to my daughter and hurtful to me. In
my opinion, they might as well have told
her that they thought a white girl performing ballet had a better chance at winning than a black girl that tapped.
Confronting discrimination can be
challenging and intimidating, but it is critical to safeguarding students’, like my
daughter, rights to learn, rights to meaningful school experiences, rights to a valuable education, and rights to scholarship
opportunities. That is why I feel that it is
crucial that incidents such as these be
evaluated to establish an open dialogue
with school leadership about discrimination and why addressing it in our school
system still matters. Addressing discrimination in today’s school system matters
because, it is extremely important in the
steps to creating more equitable experiences and opportunities for our children.
In schools, discrimination can make it
difficult for students to focus and learn,
because they don’t feel safe or accepted.
In this case, my daughter felt demeaned
and her art devalued. It is hard enough
for high school students to deal with the
pressures of fitting in and feeling accepted, but can you imagine the humiliation from being degraded and debased
alongside peers in a corrupted competition. As such, finding ways to fight discrimination is essential to ensuring our
students’ educational opportunity and
eliminating incidents like this from their
educational experiences.
This case goes far beyond the bias
that was exhibited in my daughter’s treatment and rises to the occasion of discrimination and its impact on African
American children in so many ways. If
you think you or your child has faced discrimination in schools, or if you have observed discrimination toward others, it is
important to speak up. Families and educators generally share the common goal
of ensuring that all students have access
to high-quality educational opportunities
in schools where they feel valued and secure.
The problems our children face in the
school system cannot be resolved without
calling the school’s leadership and official’s attention to potential discrimination.
It is of great consequence for administrators and teachers to understand what may
constitute discrimination in schools.
More importantly, it is imperative for
them to understand the psychological
and emotional impact that these artificial
barriers and adverse actions make in the
day and the life of our children.
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Gulfport’s Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day of Service
GULFPORT – The City
of Gulfport will join Americans across the U.S. on January 17, 2015, by stepping up
as community service volunteers during our Inaugural
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
“Day of Service.” In partnership with Gulfport Neighbors, the “Day of Service”
will leverage the strength of
our community through a variety of service-oriented projects, clearly accepting Dr.
King’s challenge to advance
social justice and economic
opportunities for all people.
If you have a group of
friends, family, co-workers
interested in participating in
a community service project
during Gulfport’s Day of
Service, now is the time

to register your team and
project at mygulfport.us/ml
kservice/. If you do not
have a community service
project in mind, please go to
the web site and review a
suggested list of local organizations you can choose to
contact. Teams signing
up will be featured in future
editions of the Gabber.
Gulfport’s Day of Service is scheduled from 8:30
a.m. to 1:00 p.m., beginning
at Tomlinson Lake Park
(5492 Tangerine Ave. S.,
Gulfport). Mayor Sam Henderson will host the day’s
activities at the opening ceremony at 8:30 a.m. Councilmember Yolanda Roman
will share some of Dr.
King’s inspirations regard-

ing volunteerism.
Volunteer teams will
then head out to lend a hand
in a variety of community
service projects. Upon completion, we will regroup at
Tomlinson Lake Park for a
closing ceremony and volunteer appreciation picnic.
The Royal Blues Band has
offered to volunteer their
time for entertainment
from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Friends and neighbors,
we are very excited to be
part of the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., Day of
Service. Please tell your
family and friends now and
form a team. For more information, or assistance in
registering, call 727-8931118.
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Arrie L. Favors goes home
ST. PETERSBURG –
Arrie L. Favors went home
Dec. 10, 2014. A native of
Culthbert, Ga., she is survived by Barbara Favors
Winston, Iman Askia
Muhammad Aquil, Dorothy
Favors Wertz and Alono Favors, Sr., along with a host
of grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.
The wake will be held 6
p.m. Fri., Dec. 19, and the
memorial service at 11
a.m. on Sat., Dec. 20 at
Bethel AME Church, 912
3rd Ave. N.
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December, 1918

Lillie McGarrah: Her life, legacy and
passion lives on

July, 2011

Willie Mae “Dear” Johnson
We honor and love you ~ Family
Buy a Christmas wreath for your loved ones to show
them how much you care. Will run in the Dec. 25th
issue as shown above. Cost is only $25. Deadline for
purchase is Dec. 19 by 5 p.m. Call 727-896-2922 to
submit your ad information.







ST. PETERSBURG —
Lillie McGarrah was a
beloved, iconic figure who
worked tirelessly for the
betterment of the St. Petersburg community. She
was an educator, cofounder of Epsilon Beta
Sigma of the Sigma
Gamma Rho Sorority Inc.
and an advocate for literacy.
In 1954, McGarrah
graduated high school as
the class salutatorian. She
met her college sweetheart, Abraham, in 1954
on the campus of
Tuskegee University in Alabama. They fell in love
and he proposed, but she
insisted on the marriage
taking place in her hometown of Covington, Tenn.,
in the presence of her family.
After graduating with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Education, she and Abraham
married and returned to
his hometown in St. Petersburg. They made remained happily married.
A longtime educator,
McGarrah retired from
the
Pinellas
County
School Board June 13,
1998, as the principal of
Largo Central Elementary
School.
Never one to let grass
grow under her feet, she
was a mentor for the
Doorway Program, member of Superintendents’
Minority Advisory Committee, Chairperson of the
Advisory Board of the
FCAT
Bridging
the
Achievement Gap Program in Largo, Scholarship Chairperson at her
church, First Baptist Institutional Church, and also
served on the Board of Directors for the College
Fund of Pinellas County,
Inc.
She was the recipients
of many awards and acknowledgements including the 2006 Footprint
Award from the Epsilon
Beta Sigma Chapter, a

Lillie McGarrah is second from the left in photo
above. She was raised along with three siblings,
Clarence McDaniel (deceased), Edna McDaniel
Teamer and James Aaron McDaniel.

Sigma of the Year Award
recipient and a Naomi
Titus 2 Covenant Alliance
Award recipient, just to
name a few.
She passed October 26
of this year, leaving her
husband of over 50 years
to still cherish her memory. However, it is the
spirit of McGarrah’s character and accomplishments that will continue to
leave an indelible mark for
years to come.
Gwen Brown, her
niece in Covington, Tenn.,
fondly remembers that it
was a special time when
her aunt came home to
visit. “I knew I was important to her and in my
heart,” Brown shared. McGarrah became a mentor
to her niece and a bond
was held between them
until her death.
She was always stylishly attired, but never put
on airs. Brown explained
that although McGarrah
was a very sophisticated
and educated woman, she
was also loving and humble.
“She knew what she

had achieved and what
she had to go through.
She thanked God. She always walked straight, tall
in high heels and strutted.
She always dressed up,
even to go to the grocery
store. Wherever she went
she wanted to look dignified and professional.”
Some of the pearls
of wisdom McGarrah
shared have helped shape
Brown’s life, such as:
“Love your family, love
your kids, love your husband, but don’t ever forget
about you,” “Got to do
you,” and “Don’t put you
on the back burner, don’t
forget about you.”
McGarrah was a cofoundering member of the
Epsilon Beta Sigma of the
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. Through her efforts and the hard work of
other founding sorority
sisters including, Delceda
Collins Walker and Teralyn Gilliam Hodge, the
charter for St. Petersburg
was granted in 1978.
Alma Purify, a soror at
Tampa Chapter of Beta
Kappa Sigma, vividly re-

members McGarrah. “She
was very vibrant,” Purify
said. “Anywhere she went
her voice represented her;
she was very expressive,
had wisdom, talent and
knowledge.”
Purify also recalls McGarrah being a no-nonsense type of person. “She
made the foundation of
the St. Petersburg chapter
strong, and they have
something to build on. I
hope her labor does not go
in vain.”
Lillie M. McGrarrah
left her imprint on the
world. Her life lessons
and words of wisdom will
continue to inspire generations to come. One of her
favorite mottos was: “Do
all you can while you can,
for as long as you can.”
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Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com




   





  

Robinson Law would like to be your first
contact when you have a legal question or need
to request immediate assistance from the court.
Our office services Sarasota, St. Petersburg, and
the Tampa Bay Area. Call 727-543-6798
for a free consultation. Visit arobinsonlawfirm.com
• Child Custody
• Child Support
• Marital Agreements
• Divorce
• Wrongful Termination

• Employment Discrimination
• Workplace Retaliation
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy
• Small Claims



 

 


 







Celebrating 48 years in business!

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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The market is open through June
From MARKET, page 1

balls to see who could hit
21 shots first while smiling
and cheering each other
on. Just across the street
on the northeast corner of
the Deuces, children of all
ages watched each other
perform, dance and rush
the stage for a chance to
take a picture with Old
Chocolate Saint Nick.
Back across the street
on the northeast corner, a
kaleidoscope of pitched
tents shaded beautiful jewelry by D’Dazzle Accessories, handmade dolls by
Black Swann, Fresh Bake
goods by Miss Mary, alluring Body Oils & Perfumes
from Karim & Raushanah

Enterprises and the battle
of the barbeque grills with
Atwaters Catering in the
southwest corner and Boss
Ross BBQ in the northeast
corner.
What more could you
possibly ask for from the
resurgence of the Deuces?
The Golden Phoenix, the
Jewel of the Deuces is
coming back!
For more information
about participating in the
market or any other
Deuces event, contact Program Manager Veatrice
Farrell at 727-433-8237.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Solidarity Sunday
From LIFE, page 1

instances where people of
color are left out or treated
differently.
He’s speaking of what
many locally have been working to combat. A justice system overrun with black
males as they travel down
that infamous pipeline to
prison. A product of poverty,
lack of education and high
crime
neighborhoods,
African-American males, according to a 2011 study, make
up roughly six percent of the
American population, but account for 43 percent of murder victims. And among
youths aged 10-24, African
Americans lead the pack of all
homicides in America.
“We have not a value in
ourselves,” he said acknowledging that although black
people have a right to be fed
up and frustrated with the
current state of affairs playing
out across the country, they
should be just as concerned
with dealings in their own
community. “It’s difficult for
us to expect those who are
not people of color to bring
value to us when we need
valuing in ourselves.”
By pointing a finger a little
closer to home, Brown hopes
to encourage African Americans to look within their own
borders and seek out what he
calls, “the old ways.” A time
when neighbors talked, took
care of each other and if they
had to, scolded those who
were up to no good or headed
down the wrong path.
Brown yearns for the
time when anybody and
everybody called you out
when wrong and all celebrated when you did right.
Days when neighbors knew

each other’s names and
looked out for one another,
not instead turning a blind
eye to crime.
“The reality is we are all
family and we are only as
strong as our weakest link,”
he said.
With young black men
between the ages of 13 and 24
quickly becoming an endangered species, the reverend
believes there are just too
many chances for both black
men and women to have negative encounters with police
officers due to the communities they live in.
“The more I read, the
more it reminded me about
the troubled times we are living in,” said Brown. He’s
speaking of the president’s
Task Force report which
spelled out some alarming
statistics and is part of the My
Brother’s Keeper Initiative
set up to address persistent
opportunity gaps that prevent
young people of color from
fulfilling their potential.
Brown sees the report as
an eye opener for African
Americans and implored
every person present to take
charge of their community
and essentially their lives.
“There are too many of our
brothers and sisters that are
left out and there’s danger
everywhere,” he said.
As the program progressed Brown laid it all out
on the table, bringing light to
the fact that although racism
is present outside the community, it is also present
within the black community.
For example, he spoke of
prejudice when it comes to
lighter skin males and even
down to the varying shades

of color among the women.
“Some of you all can’t stand
light skinned sisters,” he said
hoping to bring solidarity to
the masses. “We’ve got some
hellions living among us.”
The conversation turned
to ways to make a change.
Voting was offered as a way
to make a change higher up
so that real adjustments can
be made not only in police
forces throughout the country, but in the makeup of
every community in the nation. Brown feels Ferguson
might never have happened if
the 84 percent of the population that is predominantly
black who live there would
have spoken out long ago and
made a change in personnel
that would even out the predominantly white police
force.
“Guess what you all, your
vote matters,” he said.
In a time when African
Americans are seen making
headway in many regards in
race relations, Brown feels
that for every two steps forward a black person makes,
some are knocked back centuries.
“We have a heritage, we
come from a rich culture,”
said the reverend. “Black
men and women who dared
to dream, to dream big
dreams.”
The NBCA believes
voices should be heard
whether by aggressive, yet
peaceful protests, marches or
rallies. But long-term efforts
are also needed to ensure
that African Americans are
receiving the same justice as
their white counterparts.
“One need not go very far
to realize that we are living in

a place that has too many uncertainties, too much violence going on in our world,”
said Rev. Brown.
He encouraged black
men and women to not stand
idly by, but to show that black
lives matter by voting those
into office that have an
agenda that is well embraced.
“The race is not given to the
swift or the strong, but to the
one that endures,” finished
Rev. Brown.
Brown and the NBCA
urges African Americans
everywhere to get involved in
making a change for the future of the black community.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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D.R.E.A.M. Conference
From MLK, page 1

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA
Attorney Karmika V. Rubin
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.
Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.
Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.

Phillip believes that if
young people have such
vital information at an
early stage, it will increase
their chances for success
and their startup businesses will not only survive but prosper.
“So many times we go
out there and do it wrong,
and don’t ask for help or
get the right education,”
she said, “so this is a way
to target young people to
start their businesses.”
The conference is open
to young people ages 16 to
30, and is for those who already have an existing
business as wells as for
those who are looking to
test the waters of the small
business world.
“Our goal is to service
50 participants and to have
about 25 volunteers,”
Phillip said, adding that
there are several other farreaching aims of the conference itself. “The big
goal is to inspire them to
take
action
on
their dreams and their
passions, even if they
work fulltime. I’ve had
the opportunity to work
fulltime and still run a
business outside of it, so
all things are possible!”
She stated that another
goal is to promote the
growth of small businesses, which could have
a favorable impact on the
City of St. Pete, which will
ultimately affect families
that live in the city and
their quality of life.
“Lastly, it’s to really
create generational wealth
for families,” Phillip said,
postulating that even
if people lose their jobs
in a downward economic
turn, they can foster their
own gifts and talents to

open up their own business.
She
added
that
the
conference
will
focus on all industries and
will feature a lineup of
speakers, from such organizations as The Greenhouse, which provides
business counseling, training, networking and other
assistance for startups.
Conference participants
will also have the opportunity to receive one on one
counseling with representatives from SCORE,
which provides small business advice and mentoring. Phillip said there will
also be experts on hand to
talk about the different
structures of business design and discuss the
process of creating a business in the state of Florida.
“We’ll also have a vision board creation, to
map out a plan for yourself
personally
and
your
goals,” Phillip said.
Other topics covered
will include branding and
marketing and finally
sales; expert Mark Antonio, who worked as Senior
National Trainer for noted
self-help author and motivational speaker Tony
Robbins, will provide a
Business Building Workshop.
The second part of
the D.R.E.A.M. Conference will take place
on Mon., Jan. 19, and will
feature a small business
expo, also at the Hampton
Inn & Suites.
“A select few—about
10 of the participants—will
have the opportunity to
showcase their business,”
Phillip said. “So their goal
will be to invite their
friends and family, and

we’ll invite the city to
come out and they’ll be
able to pitch and learn
how to put in practice
some of the things we’ve
put in place.”
Phillip is already looking forward to holding another
D.R.E.A.M.
Conference the following
year if all goes well. She
and her company, COCO
Entertainment, were involved in the 2014 Day of
Service, holding a health
and community fair.
COCO Entertainment
specializes in creating inspiring brand messaging,
designing magnetic websites, and making community outreach simple. They
also offer full service printing and website and
graphic design services
for churches, organizations, businesses and entrepreneurs, as well as
planning and managing
conferences,
meetings
and themed events.
Proud to do her part in
helping young people on
this holiday weekend,
Phillip pointed out what it
is she admires most about
Dr. Martin Luther King
himself: “The biggest
thing is his boldness to
defy
all
odds,”
she stated. “No matter the
consequences—whether
they were positive consequences or negative consequences, he went with
his heart. That’s what I admire most.”
For information about
the D.R.E.A.M. Conference, contact Nicole
Phillip at (727) 4755189 or visit www.ministryeventmarketing.com.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Need a new career?

FAMU rebounds

From PTC page 1

The Nursing Aide and
Orderly course covers
basic patient care, care of
the elderly patient, nutrition and restorative activities while the Advanced
Home Health Aide course
includes safety in the
house and household
management as it pertains
to the infirmed and elderly. When a student completes this portion of the
program, they will receive
certification in Home
Health Aide.
In the Patient Care Assistant course, the students put their skills to
use by actually assisting in
a hospital.
“We generally go to
Palms of Pasadena Hospital,” Prime-Sayles said,
“and the students get an
idea of what it’s like to
work in a hospital setting.
It’s a very different pace,
with different responsibilities than a nursing home.
It’s a lot more critical
thinking and a lot faster
paced.”
Prime-Sayles, who has
been a teacher at PTC for
five years, said that the
students not only gain
valuable experience, but
once they graduate they
can list their time in area
nursing homes and hospitals on their resume.
“When they get done
they have what we call
a portfolio that we put together for them that has
all their certificates,” she
said. “They get a certificate for Alzheimer’s,
for HIV and AIDS, we
have a firefighter that

comes in and teaches CPR
and first aid for two full
days, we have a person
from CASA (Community
Action Stops Abuse) that
comes in and certifies the
students in domestic violence. There are a lot of
speakers throughout the
program. If there’s someone special who we want
to come in, they come in
and talk to us!”
She said the program
spends considerable time
on resumes, which are included in a student’s portfolio.
“The portfolio has
everything that they need
to go to work immediately,” she stated.
When students complete the program, PTC
helps to prepare them for
CNA (Certified Nursing
Assistant) testing.
“Once they get done
with the program we set
their names in Prometric
that schedules them to
test,” Prime-Sayles said.
“Two RNs (registered
nurses) come in and test
the students for a written
and skills test, where both
RNs are observing them.”
Upon passing, students receive licensing by
the Florida Board of Nursing that entitles them to
go to work for nursing
homes or hospitals as certified nursing assistants,
Prime-Sayles said.
The Patient Care Assistant program attracts
students of various ages,
from recent high school
grads to people in their
50s and even 60s who are

looking for a life change.
“I had a 50 year old
that worked in the airlines
forever, and he just
wanted to do something
different!” Prime-Sayles
said.
She explained that is
it a good field to get into,
as there is a need for nursing assistants year round
and many facilities are
looking to hire new workers.
“There’s always a
need!” she asserted. “Especially since the baby
boomers are reaching
older ages, these people
really need help in the
nursing field! Just this
week I’ve had three different nursing homes call me
asking for students.
Above all, the program’s students are passionate about entering a
field in which they have
the opportunity to help
people, Prime-Sayles said.
“They soak up everything we want to teach
them,” she said. “They
ask questions, they do
projects so there is all
kinds of participation.
They learn from each
other, I learn from them.
It’s a really good program.
If you’re thinking about
going into nursing, this is
the place to be!”
If you’re interested in
exploring this career path,
please visit myptec.org or
call 727-893-2500. Financial aid is available. See ad
below.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

FAMU President Elmira
Mangum, Ph.D.,
raises nearly $7 million
since April.

Timothy P. Moore, Ph.D.
named new
Vice President for
Research at FAMU.

Legal Scholar
Marcella David, JD
appointed new
Provost at FAMU.

TALLAHASSEE—The
Florida A&M University
Board of Trustees welcomed
the good news. President
Elmira Mangum revealed a
dramatic change in academic
growth, recruitment and
fundraising.
“FAMU must be ‘best in
class’ and that requires outside financial resources,
which means cultivating and
obtaining gifts from major
corporations. Increased endowments are components
of my vision for FAMU’s future,” stated Mangum.
The former Cornell vice
president for planning and
budget is making good on
that promise by surpassing
November 2013 fundraising
totals by 150 percent for this
fiscal year. FAMU acquired
$2.8 million in cash gifts during that time, the vast majority from alumni, which is
another reversal.
The president’s scholarship gala raised a record
$550,000 while alumna
Cheka Rose Green’s “10 for

10” campaign reengaged
alumni by raising $150,000 so
far. The financial gifts total almost $7 million since
Mangum’s April arrival on
the highest of seven hills in
Tallahassee.
Pursuing the president’s
strategic plan is designed to
increases the university’s
global influence. That effort
is reflected as she completes
her senior leadership team.
Marcella David, the new
provost will take the academic helm. She comes from
the University of Iowa and is
a professor of law and international studies. She is a recognized legal scholar and
human rights advocate.
Dr. Timothy P. Moore
has been tapped as the new
vice president for research.
He is currently an Auburn
University associate vice
president for advancement
and research development.
He has exceptional fundraising and research accomplishments that demonstrate
expertise in the commercial-

ization of patents and important public private partnerships.
One such patent obtained
in November by Dr. Madhavi
Gangapuram is reflective of
anti-cancer causing agents
that kill cancer cells without
harming normal cells.
FAMU has received over
$21million in research dollars this year for similar efforts.
Mangum presided over
her third graduation this year
where 700 students became
alumni. Selected graduates
were awarded the President’s Strong Finish Award
that totaled $200,000. The
funds come from the $5 million gift from FAMU alumnus and Microsoft Chairman
John W. Thompson and his
wife Sandi. The awards will
help pay down the student’s
debt with an additional
$1,000 to help new alumni
transition to the workplace.
For more information on
FAMU, visit www.famu.edu
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family










  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 





 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

“Learn How To Love
Our City Into The
Kingdom Of God”

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 14 at 6 p.m.
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a 13-week Certified
Servant Leadership Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their
neighborhood and city for the glory of God. Synopsis:
Whereas God’s methods are many, His principles are few.
You will be taught how to love our city into the Kingdom
of God by embracing your true value in Christ.
Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Randy Helms, Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

   

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015








THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend a cordial invitation to our entire
community to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45
a.m. or the 10:45 a.m .worship
service, and Sunday Church
School at 9:30 a.m. Come join
us as we take this Christian
journey for it is Our Mission as
a Church Family of believers
in Christ, reaching out to the
world, preaching the gospel to
the unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ. Won't
you come and join us as we set
sail these final weeks of 2014,
we are making all kinds of
preparations, because “THE
PRINCE IS COMING.”
Weekly Bible Studies and
other Church activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day and
Prayer and Bible Study 7 p.m.
and AWANA Youth Enrichment program, something
special for every child, learning about God while having
fun. The Bread of Life Ministry continues providing a

needed service to our Senior
and Disabled members.
Please see Sister Lorriane
Rogers for further information. The Clothing Pantry is
opened every 2nd and 4th
Thursday of the month, from
9 a.m. to noon. Continue to
Pray for our sick, shut-in, children, men/women in uniform,
and bereaved families.
Month of December:
Dec. 15-31 – ALL
CHURCH MINISTRIES ON
CHRISTMAS BREAK.
Dec. 17 – Bread of Life
Ministry will provide meals
today, the Ministry will reconvene on January 7, 2015.
Dec. 20 – 9 a.m. - Angel
Tree Presentation. CHRISTMAS AND RENOVATION
SERVICES.
Dec. 21 - 7:45 am – Morning Worship Service – Pastor,
Dr. Brett Snowden, True Faith
Inspirational Baptist Church,
Tampa. 9:30 a.m. – CHRISTMAS PRESENTATION. “The
Little Drummer Boy.” 10:45
a.m. – Mid Morning Worship
Service – Pastor, Dr. Gaston
Smith, Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, Miami.

Dec. 22 – 7 - 8 p.m. – Zion
Hill Mortuary presents Ensure Financial Group Presents
a FREE Seminar & Workshop
Planning in Advance/Necessary Conversations. Please
come out and hear HOW PREPLANNING CAN HELP
YOU.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 and PRESS 2
Thought for the Week:
WHEN SOMEONE POINTS
A FINGER AT YOU FOR
YOUR SINS, REMEMBER,
THEIR FINGER IS POINTING AT THEM FIRST.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St.
S., St. Pete, 33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
WE ARE NOW “LIVE
STREAMING”:
V i s i t
Friendship's
Website:
www.fmbctheship.net.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core, the
belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Church Events for December 2014
Dec. 20 - Christmas with
the Community Event at St.

Mark M. B. Church. Sign-in
for Adopted Families: 9 a.m.
Tours begin at 9:30. Event officially begins at 10.
Dec. 21 - Children Youth
Ministry Christmas Presentation at 4 p.m.
Dec. 25-26 - Merry Christmas: church Office Closed
Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve:
Watch Night Service
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday at 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public

are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2 - 4
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House to the City,”
under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9:00
am for Sunday School and at
10:15 am worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held
on Wednesday evening, at 7:00
pm.
We cultivate the fullest

spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth
at every opportunity. Building
a Stronger Congregation and
Community to the Glory of
God. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and interests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church and McCabe
United Methodist Church

presents a musical production
- FIRST CHRISTMAS/Stories
From the Birth of Christ. Saturday, December 20, 2014,
7:00 pm at Bethel Metropolitan. Free admission.
“Maintaining the Faith to
Trust the Unseen in 2014”
Hebrews 11: 1, 6 II
Corinthians 4:1
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchur ch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Succeed in spite of yourself
How do you define
being successful? By your
education? Your zip code?
The kind of car you drive?
Where you shop? The
brand of clothing you wear?
Or perhaps who you know
or who knows you? If you
responded positive to any of
those questions, it tells me
you are defining yourself as
being successful by what
you have accomplished, by
your tenacity. In reality,
being successful has little
or nothing to do with you.
Can you surpass Mary,
the mother of Jesus? She
was the most successful
person ever recorded in
world history?
She received God’s revelation of
her value to Him and what
His purpose was for choosing her to impact the world.
She was only required to
listen, agree to God’s plan
for her and rest in the way
he would order her footsteps unto her destiny. She
simply responded, “I am
the Lord’s servant. May it
be done to me according to
your word” [Luke 1:38].
God’s favor flowed into her
life every day in a new and
fresh way. Joseph, her fiancé was her covering.
As a pregnant woman,
Mary had no chauffeur
driven limousine, taxi cab,
care ride, medic air lift helicopter, bus or bicycle to
transport her when she
was ordained to go back
home. Instead, she rode on
a donkey over a mostly
rugged hilly terrain. At the
end of her tedious journey,
she had no comforts of a
penthouse, motel or guest
room in someone else’s
home to rest while she
gave birth to her baby boy.
However, to us a child
was born, a son given, and
the government rests on
his shoulders. He’s called
Wonderful
Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace
[Isaiah 9:6]. They named
him Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, “God
with us” [Matthew 1:23].
Mary was very successful
in spite of herself. One
teenage girl’s obedience
ushered into the earth
God’s dispensation of
grace, joy, peace and goodwill that’s accessible to
everyone. Now, tell me
again how do you define

your being successful?
Being the mother of an
adult son and experiencing
the joy that accomplishes
an obedient heart; Mary
was qualified to stand sure
footed in the wedding feast
at Cana. Confidently she instructed all those who followed her son how to be
successful in spite of themselves, saying: “do whatever Jesus tells you to do”
[Luke 2:12]. They obeyed
her and everyone was
blessed. Why? Because in
the beginning was the
Word. Not your I.Q. Not
what you feel or what you
desire. The Word was with
God and the Word was
God. God’s word became
flesh and walked among
His own people and they
didn’t receive him [John
1:1]. In the beginning God’s
word created the heavens
and the earth [Genesis 1:1].
In order to be successful in this life and the next,
you must hear, receive,
agree and submit to who
God have created you to be.
His predestined purpose,
plan and pathway your journey will take you for his
good pleasure shall make
you successful in spite of
yourself. The LORD God
will never leave nor forsake
you. He will fight your enemies for you. He will bless
and
establish
you.

The Lord will open the
heavens and send blessing
on everything you put your
hands to do [Deuteronomy
28:1-2].
He will order his angels
to protect you wherever
you go [Psalm 91:11]. God
is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things
at all times, you’ll have
everything you need, you
will abound in every good
work with or without
money [Isaiah 55:1 -2
Corinthians 9:8]. God will
meet all your needs according to the riches of his
glory in Christ Jesus
[Philippians 4:19] God is
able to immeasurably do
more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his
powerful Holy Spirit, when
he’s at work within us[Ephesians 3:20].
Yes you can be very successful in spite of yourself.
Determine to totally trust
and obey God’s will. Acknowledge Him in everything. God’s Word is
forever established in the
heavens. He does not
change. Jesus, God’s Word
is the same yesterday,
today and forever [Hebrews 13:8]. Before, the beginning God’s will has
always been for the earth to
become the suburb of
heaven.
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